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returned from the Army and after I was married, for I was in- 
formed by my Brother, who had the direction of my affairs and 
ye use of a large sum of money, that he had paid all my debts. 

Thus, my dear Sir, I've informed you of my situation and cir- 
cumstances as nearly as I can, relying on you as my most par- 
ticular friend. Your services shall be most faithfully rewarded, 
and fully to your satisfaction. 

I am with the highest Esteem Dear Sir 

Y. oblidg'd friend &c. 

B. Ball. 

/ N. B. This letter is a copy of one sent, except that part of 
this page which mentions the Certificates, and my Debts. The 
purport is the same. In the P. S. to the letter I've desired Mr. 
Mason to look in the Body of the Laws for the Act vesting my 
Lands in Trustees, and in the Office, for ye Deed from Spots- 
wood to the Trustees. 

Thomson Mason, Esquire. 
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[Ludwell MS., Virginia Historical Society.] 



In a letter of John Page, Mayor of Dublin, to John Harleston, 
of Carolina, dated 1708, in which inquiry is made as to " Mr. John 
Barnwell," and describing him as "son of a verry good gentle- 
man and gentlewoeman," and as having " extriordinary friends 
and relasions in this Kingdom," he is said to have left Ireland 
"about seaven years agon from a humor to goe to travel and for 
no other reason." On his arrival in Charlestown he was be- 
friended by Chief Justice Trott, and was at once made Deputy 
Secretary and Clerk of Council under Sir Nathaniel Johnson's 
administration. In 1702-3, although in office and a churchman 
himself, he opposed the Administration party in their effort to 
exclude Dissenters from the government, and was an unsuccess- 
ful candidate for the Commons House of Assembly. In 1705 he 
was a volunteer in Rhett's expedition against the French under 
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Le Feboure, and brought the first news to Charlestown of the 
defeat of the French. He was shortly afterwards elected a mem- 
ber of the Commons House and made Comptroller of the Col- 
ony, having in the meantime settled in the neighborhood of Port 
Royal. In 1712 he was chosen to command the expedition, the 
journal of which, we are now publishing. On his return to Car- 
olina he urged the sending of a second expedition, but having 
been wounded and having contracted a serious illness besides on 
the first expedition, he declined the command of the second, 
which, under Colonel James Moore, broke up the power of the 
Tuscaroras. Colonel Barnwell's conduct in concluding a peace 
with the Tuscaroras and the subsequent excesses of his own 
Indians were the subject of complaint on the part of Gover- 
nor Hyde, of North Carolina. In 17 15 Barnwell commanded 
as colonel in the Yemassee War, and after serving repeatedly 
as a member of the Commons House, he was sent to England 
after the Revolution of 17 19 to act as agent of the Colony 
with Joseph Boon, to treat for the transference of the gov- 
ernment from the Lords Proprietors to the Crown. He returned 
from England a member of Council and with a commission put- 
ting him in charge of the erection of forts on the Altimaha for 
the protection of the Colony against the Spaniards. He died in 
June, 1724, leaving two sons and six daughters, having been 
during his lifetime, one of the most prominent men of the Colony. 
His wife was Anne Berners, and the Barnwell family of South 
Carolina are all descended from him. Over 200 families of dif- 
ferent names inherit his blood, and his descendants have been 
over 2500 in number. Commodore Tatnal of the Confederate 
Navy, Bishop Elliott, of Georgia, General Stephen Elliott, Com- 
mander of Fort Sumter, and Rev. Richard Fuller, of Baltimore, 
were among his distinguished descendants. 



Narhantes Fort, Feb'ry 14, 171 1. 
May it please your Hon': 

I had eight days March from Pedee river where I dated my last 
to Cape Feare River, being a very bad Road full of great Swamps 
often pulling our horses out by main Strength and ropes. In the 
mean time during these 60 miles march I ordered Capt. Bull to 
take another Circuit among his Indians and meet me at the said 
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River; accordingly he brought about 200 men, some of which 
were Bowmen. We were two days passing the River on bark 
logs and Rafts, and when I drew up my forces on this other side 
I soon perceived a great desertion of the Indians, but mostiy of 
Capt. Bull's, of which there were 67 remaining. I concealed it 
as much as I could least of discouraging the rest, who I told 
were gone another way by my order & would meet us again; 
however the desertion continued & still continues, for the night 
before I crossed Neuse River I numbered my men and found 
it thus: 

In Capt. Steel's Troop. 
30 - - - - white men. 

158 - - - - Yamasses. 

155 - - - - Essaws. 

182 - - - - Capt. Bull's. 

525 
With Capt. Bull, Major Mackay, myself is in all 528. 

Yamasse Company. 

Yamasses, - - - - 87 

Hog Logees, - - - - 10 

Apalatchees, 56 

Corsaboy, .... 5 

158 
Essaw Capt. Jack's Compa. 

Watterees, - - - - 28 

Sagarees, - - - - 20 

Catabas, ----- 40 

Suterees, ----- 27 

Waxaws, ----- 27 

Congree & Sattees, - - - 13 

155 
Capt. Bull's Comp. 

Watterees, - - - - 28 

Pedees, ----- 18 

Weneaws, 24 
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Cape Feare, ' - - - - n 

Hoopengs, - - - - u 

Wareperes, .... g 

"7 
To his Company also. 

Saraws, ----- 42 

Saxapahaws, 22 

182 

My Scouts made no discovery of any men from North Caro- 
lina to joyn me at the place concerted between me and Major 
Gale pursuant to the articles stipulated between your Hon r & 
him, in behalf of that Government, by which means I was desti- 
tute of Pilots & information; however relying on the justice of 
war, and the blessing of God upon our arms, who was pleased 
to grant us the finest weather that could be desired, I crossed 
Neuse River the 28th of January at night, at a place the Saxa- 
pahaws were lately settled, and 30 mile below the place ap- 
pointed to meet Major Gale, and about 27 above this place, 
being the greatest and most warlike Town of the Tuscaruros; 
the Saxapahaws (called by some Shacioes) were forced to desert 
their settlements in the beginning of this month by reason the 
Tuscaruros of this town fell upon them and killed 16 of them, 
because they refused to join with them against the English, they 
were just come among the Wattomas, when I came and were 
going to pay their Tribute to your Hon' and beg your protection, 
but I desired them not to do it untill our Return, and go with 
me, they seeming to me brave men and good. 

The 29th I marched hard all day and most of the night, that 
if possible I might surprise this great town, but to my great dis- 
appointment they discovered us, being continually upon their 
guard since the massacre. Tho' this be called a town, it is only 
a plantation here and there scattered about the Country, no 
where 5 houses together, and then % a mile such another and 
so on for several miles, so it is impossible to surprize many 
before the alarm takes. They have lately built small forts at 
about a miles distance from one another where ye men sleep all 
night & the women & children, mostly in the woods; I have 
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seen 9 of these Forts and none of them a month old, & some 
not quite finished. 

My next work was to take one of ye forts, and while I was 
preparing * * & * * to do the same orderly, some of 
my Yamasees were so mettlesome as to advise to force it by 
Assault, willing to flesh while they were hot, I immediately or- 
dered the Attack, the Indians were first up, but dropping, they 
began to cool, when my too few valient white men reinforced 
them and broke into the fort in three places. Captain Steel was 
the first in, and I to encourage the men followed, then my Yam- 
assees; but to our great surprise, within the Fort were two 
Houses stronger than the fort which did puzzle us & do the 
most damage, but now it was too late to look back, we forced 
them but the enemy were so desperate, the very women shoot- 
ing Arrows, yet they did not yield untill most of them were put 
to the sword. 

In this action Capt. Steel & all like rugged braves behaved 
themselves nobly, so did the Major and young Parence (?) who I 
made Cornet, throwing the Standard upon the Block House, and 
calling to the men to recover it, and really every private man 
behaved himself so well that it was Terror to our own heathen 
friend to behold us, the word was Revenge, which we made good 
by the Execution we made of the Enemy. 

The Indians when they saw ye Brittains enter, they judging 
the business was over, Crowded in on all hands to plunder which 
proved ye destruction of several, and when we forced the log 
houses while we were putting the men to the sword, our Indians 
got all the slaves & plunder, only one girl we gott. 

We were not half an hour in taking this their strongest Fort 
in this part of the country, with the loss of 7 killed & 32 
wounded, Viz: 

July 30th in taking ye fort of Narhontes head Town of ye 
Tuscaruros. 

Yamases Comp*, Peterba King killed, 9 Yamases wounded 
Waterkee King killed, 2 Apalachees wounded, Cunaba Tom 
killed; 3 killed, 11 wounded. 

Of Capt. Bull's Comp: 1 Sattack killed, King Robin wound, 
1 Saxapahaw & 4 Wattaw wound. In all, 1 killed & 6 wounded. 
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Of the Enemy: Yamasees bro* 17 scalps, Capt. Jacks Comp. 
19 scalps, Capt. Bull's Comp. 16 scalps. 

Capt. Jack's Comp": 1 Watteree killed, 4 wounded, 1 Wat- 
teree killed, 6 Catabas wounded, 1 Congree wounded. In all, 
2 killed & 16 wounded. 

Besides those of white men we made about 30 slaves & there 
were several women killed, I saw 10, I was much concerned at 
my loss with no greater Execution of the Enemy, but much 

* * when I found ye Enemy terrified at the quick work made 
here, quitted all their forts, & left a fine Country open full of 
provisions, Our Indians presently loading themselves with Eng- 
lish plunder of which these Towns are full, and running away 
from me, nothing left for the white men but their horses tired & 
their wounds to comfort them. 

Next morning ye Tuscaruro town of Kenta came to attack us, 
but at such a distance I could not come up with them so I 
ordered two of Capt. Jack's Company to cross a great Swamp 
that lay at the back of us and ly close untill they heard our 
firing, and then to come on the back or rear of the Enemy if 
possible to surround them, accordingly they did, but being two 
eager, they did not time * * * but 9 scalps & 2 prisoners 
which I ordered immediately to be burned alive, we had 2 more 
wounded this day. 

To day having left a garrison in this Fort to look after the 
wounded men I marched thro' the 5 Towns of the Enemy whose 
Country is almost as fine & * * * as Appalatcha, I ordered 
that ye Fruit trees w'ch are plenty both of Apples & peeches & 
Quinces to be preserved but destroyed all the rest, being about 
374 houses, wherein there could not be less than 2000 bushells 
of corn and everywhere marks of their * * * against the 
English. In this days march a scalp was brought to me taken 
from a w6unded man that was left behind by the Enemy. 

From that day to the date hereof I am confined in this place 
by rainy weather, the Indians in- the mean time making excur- 
sions and destroying the Country, but could meet with no p'son 
I am in want of Pilots, so am at a great Loss how to steer my 
Course, and much t * * * of North Carolina, the great - 

t This appears to be: " much adverse as I am to neglect of." 
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est part of our Indians are unwilling to proceed into unknown 
Country, where they may be hetn'd in by a numerous Enemy and 
not know how to extricate themselves; but my brave Yamassees 
told me they would go wherever I led them. They will live and 
die with me, and Indeed I have that dependance on them that I 
would not refuse to give battle to the whole Nation of the Tus- 
caruros with them. The Enemy can't be less than 12 or 1,400 
men, which may b'e easily judged by their large settlements, but 
extremely cowardly if they have liberty to run. Our Indians 
outdo the Enemy very much either at bush or Swamp but the 
Enemy are Fleeter & has the advantage of knowing the Country. 

By the best information I can get there is two navigable Rivers 
between me and the English Inhabitants, which must be crossed 
on logs; yet if 200 stays with me I will attempt the forcing my 
way thither, for what I have hitherto done is but a small matter 
to the reduction or Extirpating these Indians according to my 
Instructions. All w'ch by * assistance I will either perform 
before my return or lose myself in the attempt, w'ch for the 
honour of Carolina I am always ready to Sacrifice. As soon as 
the bad weather is broke up I will cross a river called by the 
Indians Caticee but what called by the English I can't tell. 
Afterwards to K. Hancock's fort which they tell me is a day & 
yi march from me: they tell me he has some great guns, a great 
deal of powder, & 300 men, and they suppose most of the men 
belonging to the towns destroyed will fly there. They confess that 
young men were wheedled by Hancock to joine in the villanies 
committed by him, but the old men & chiefs wept bitterly and 
told them the ill consequences would follow. 

I examined several of the prisoners who provoked the Enemy 
to committ these Murders, and all agree in one story that the 
beginning of the Quarrel arose about an Indian that the White 
men had punished for a small fault committed in his drink, that 
at the same time 12 Senecas came & made peace with them, and 
told them that the Whites had imposed upon them and that when 
the whites had used them so, they knocked them on the head, 
they advised them that they were fools to slave & hunt to furnish 
themselves with the white people's food, it was but killing of them 
& become possessed of their substance, that they did not fear 
the want of ammunition for that, they would come twice a year 
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& furnish them with it. I inquired whether any white men had 
incited them to it, they unanimously answered no, only that ye 
Virginia traders told them that the people Massacred were out- 
landish men and not English, and so they doubted not but soon 
to make peace with the English and that they were then about 
it. They tell me that there is two Senecas still among them. 

I cant find upon the strictest enquiry that any Virginia Traders 
has been here with ammunition or goods since the Massacre. 

When I come to Hancock's Fort I will offer him a battle, 
which if refused, I will well view the same, & if I think it prac- 
ticable, I will have ye hon' of finishing the war by taking it. 
Otherwise I will build a Fort by it and expect the assistance of 
the pusillanimous Governor of North Carolina, can or will send 
me. 

I congratulate your Hon r for the success of our army hitherto 
and for the hon r & Glory of virtuous South Carolina whose ar- 
mies are the same winter gathering Laurells from the Cape Flor- 
ida and from the Bay of Spiritta Sancta even to the Borders of 
Virginia. 

I am with most sincere Respect, May it please your Hon', 
Y' Hon" most obedient serv', 

John Barnwell. 



Pamplico or Bathtown, Feb. 12, 1711-12. 
May it please your Hon': 

Here follows an account of my proceedings since my last 
whereof enclosed is a copy because I am doubtful whether it is 
yet come to yo' Hon'. This day I marched from the Fort of 
Narhante's, which I demolished, for King Hancock's Town 
with my whole forces passing thro' Kenta & came to a town 
called Tonarooka Seated on a branch of Neuse River, when 
finding no Canoes we were passing by Same upon Logs when a 
Seneca Indian, Tom Gils by name, Stragled without his gun to 
plunder and was met with by three skulking Tuscaruros and shott 
thro' the body, of which he will hardly recover. 

I sent parties out on all hands to intercept the Skulking dogs 
and in an hour's time one of my Yamasees brought me one of 
them alive, which was an acceptable present for I wanted intel- 
ligence and Pilotts. But this took us up so much time that not 
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above a third of my men were over before night which gave an 
opportunity to Gapt. Bull's Indians all every Soul to a man to 
desert me with Capt. Jack's men except himself & 23 more. 
So I had only the Yamassees Company with me; as soon as I per- 
ceived it I did all I could by fair words and threats to stop them 
but in vain, only they promised when they had secured their plun- 
der which was very considerable & their Slaves they would return 
with a greater number. They likewise carryed away 10 bags of 
spare bulletts they had in charge which I could not find nor re- 
cover; the Confusion was so great. And to add to the rest of 
my ill fate is to have to do with such Soldiers, having a great 
number of wounded men. To encourage the Soldiers to go with 
me I dismounted myself and most of my men to send them on 
horseback, and having secured them on the contrary Side of the 
River they were so unnatural as to do me the kindness to leave 
them on my hands, which obliged me & my whole people to 
walk three score miles on foot thro' a very bad way. 

Febry 5. I called the head men of ye Yamasees & encouraged 
them to stay with me & proceed in a work So well begun, they 
answered after some hesitation & argument that they would live 
& die with me, but that if I should enter them upon action their 
wounded men would be so many & being in the heart of the 
Enemy's Country and every one of us absolute strangers in the 
place, our Enemy so numerous, our men disheartened by ye de- 
sertion of the rest and * * now reduced to a few and many 
of them Bowmen & boys, they could propose nothing but rely 
on us. I answered that the people lived within 2 or 3 days 
march, that before that time I should get there. I should meet 
with a good number that was promised me. That in the 
mean time I would not attempt anything only defend ourselves, 
and that ye Enemy were terrified & great cowards and that the 
Tuscaroro prisoner had in his life engaged to pilot me to the 
English and Lastly that if they would be Entirly obedient and put 
their Lives in my hands, I did engage to carry them all safe to 
the English upon which they cryed: Whough! Nemine Contra - 
dicente. 

I will not tell your Hon" that some white men were prevailed 
upon by ye Indian argument, however they have upon all occa- 
sions behaved themselves worthy of Commendation. 
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My prisoners told me most of the young men were gone down 
to Hancock, that the rest were fled towards Virginia as old men 
women & children, that they were obliged to disperse into small 
parcells because they had no provisions but must gather hickory 
nutts and that there would not be less than 500 men in arms with 
Hancock but not in a body. That there were two roads to the 
English settlements, one a short road through the woods, the 
other a round about way thro' their Indian Settlement. 

After a little consideration, I chused rather the Road thro' the 
settlements for several Reasons too long to recite, the principal 
was to carry on the terrore the Enemy was in and not give time 
to them to recollect & follow us, or discover to them our fear. 
Another reason was That all my men would be more watchful & 
cautious in ye Enemy's Townes than in the woods, where they 
would perhaps be careless & straggle, apprehending no danger. 
Another reason was our Horsemen would be more useful in a 
cleare open country, where I could * * than in the Bushes. 
Pursuant to these Resolutions I made such a march with 178 In- 
dians & 25 white men, 20 odd whereof were wounded that to the 
immortal Glory of South Carolina has struck the Dominion of 
Virginia into amazement & wonder, who a month before with 
1,500 men in arms believed (to their great shame) they had ob- 
tained a glorious victory, when by the dreadful terrour of their 
troops they begged a most ignominious neutrality of those cow- 
ardly miscreants, which they were so gracious to grant upon 
Condition to have goods at a cheaper rate and their children 
brought up at the College. 

This is hardly credible, but by heaven it is true, for my eyes 
saw a copy of the Treaty, attested by the Secretary of Virginia. 
It is too long to inform your Hon' how I ordered my march but 
by noon I reached a great town called Innennits, their Fort was 
not finished, here I found 14 White people's scalps and a world 
of plunder. So our Indians threw away all their former plunder 
to load themselves with better, but I ordered my White people 
not to encumber themselves, being already well loaded with 
arms, ammunitions and provisions. Not knowing but I might 
have occasion to come back this way I ordered the town to be 
burnt. I stayed here 2 hours & marched still thro plantations 
ever since I left Narhantes, and encamped in one & immediately 
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made a Fortification & sent our Scouts on all hands & kept good 
watch. 

Feb'ry 6. I marched Still thro' plantations until. I came to a 
deep Brook where our horses Swam, But we had a tree to pass 
over on. Here I numbered my men as they passed the tree, 
but very privately so that it was impossible to discover our num- 
bers. The rest of the day I passed thro' a piney Barren that lay 
between the Settlements of Neuse & the three Tuscaruro Towns 
in Pamplico. Here my scouts discovered 5 Enemys w'ch were 
returning from plundering Some English houses. We pursued 
them & obliged them to throw away their packs & guns, but as 

1 already observed they out run our Indians, they had delicate 
parsnips & Turnips with a Turkey & sev" other household goods. 
At night we arrived upon a very large River which I understood 
afterwards was Pamplico; here my Indians took 6 Slaves & killed 

2 men. In the night I Sent Scouts to discover the hut town 
called Ucouh-Ne-runt seated 5 miles above us on the River. 

7th. Not to lose time I ordered Bark Logs to be made in 
order to cross over. I first ordered 30 stout fellows to swim 
with their arms to secure our passage in a place where there is 
an Indian plantation. Next my horses, then the wounded men, 
then the Baggage. But while this Last was a doing, my Rear 
was attacked as I expected, so they mete with suitable reception 
from my brave men. I immediately advanced to them to dis- 
cover their number but found them not 50. I am sure not 60. 
Seeing them so inconsiderable I ordered a halt & to tree it as 
they call it. Then gave order to 70 or 80 to get half a mile 
along the River and then strike thro' the woods & surround 
them, if this had been done & well performed we should have 
taken or killed every man of them.- The situation of the ground 
was so advantageous to us, being surrounded with deep creeks 
& swamps all in our possession. But the Yamasse Captain being 
too eager, turned upon them too soon & notwithstanding we all 
ran as we could, most of them got away, still out running us 
Leaving a good many Cloaths & guns & blood all over the Field, 
but I was presented with no more than 2 scalps & had a Yam- 
assee shot thro' the thigh. I returned to ferry over leaving 
more Ambuscades who presently discovered 6 of the enemy 
creeping, I suppose to carry off the dead, but they discovered 
the Ambush too soon & ran for it, & were chased by our best 
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Runners for 2 miles, but in vain. Notwithstanding all my dili- 
gence, these disturbances made it night before I could transport 
all my men. So I crossed over & sent back 20 of my best men 
to joine the Rest and watch the Enemy's motion. 

Feb. 8. By 12 o'clock I marched, and in the evening came 
to a deep creek, for the late Rains had set the country all on 
Flote which were tedious to me, being obliged to walk on foot 
for the sake of the wounded men who I shewed great kindness 
to, to encourage the rest to venture the exposing themselves. 
Here I encamped all night, and rising at my usual hour which is 
daily since I had this charge on my hands, at 4 o'clock in the 
morning, and at 5 I had just relieved the Centrys and sat at ye 
fire when ye Enemy poured a volley upon us, and I had reason 
to believe most of the shott was directed at me for it made 
strange work with my things & several shott plunged the tree I 
leaned against. Our centrys being very quick, fired at the same 
juncture, w ob was followed with 30 or 40 guns more. I could not 
distinguish ye number of the Enemy's firing, so that I ordered 
all to quitt the Fires & to stand to their arms until daylight when 
I perceived the Enemy was fled without doing the least damage 
only the breaking of the stock of one gun w 1 " a bullett. 

9. I marched to a ruined English plantation where killed 
Beef & hogs & took the rest of the day in ferrying on logs over 
a broad Creek. 

10th. I march' d three Mile & mett a broader Creek, passing 
well ruined English plantations. These Creeks gave me a world 
of trouble, and lest I should meet with many more, I ordered 2 
Indians & a white man to march towards the head of ye creek 
and find out the Road w " must lead from the plantation to 
Bathtown & then proceed to Town & disire ye Commander there 
(if the place was not deserted) to send a perriang' to me to carry 
down the wounded men, and men to pilot our horse down. Ac- 
cording about midnight, 3 perriang" came & next day we all 
came up here to ye incredible wonder and amazement of the 
poor distressed wretches here, who expressed such extremity of 
mad joy that it drew tears from most of our men. 

I am, May it please your Hon", 

Your most humble servant, 

J. Barnwell. 



